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Your Notes and Observations
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Your Notes and Observations

Welcome

This trail guide traverses Dora Kelley Nature Park and
was designed to assist visito
varied habitats. The trail (illustrated on the facing page)
is approximately one mile long and can be leisurely
walked in about 45 minutes. Markers along the trail
correspond to numbered paragraphs in this brochure.
We hope you enjoy your walk. Please stay on the trail to
preserve what you see for the next visitor and avoid
poison ivy. Also, please refrain from picking any
wildflowers. Removal of plants or wildlife from the park
is not permitted.
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American Beech

This American beech tree is estimated to be 130 years old.
When it was just a seedling, the local landscape was com-
posed of rural farmland, fruit orchards, and large tracts of
woodland and meadow. Much has changed since then. Yet
this tree remains, l endi ng
ency in the face of urban expansion.

Dora Kelley Nature Park

This park was established in 1973 as a nature preserve and
wildlife sanctuary. It is named after Dora M. Kelley, a long -
time City of Alexandria resident and avid nature lover. Al-
together, Dora Kelley Nature Park encompasses fifty acres
of stream valley floodplain, freshwater marsh, and oak -
heath forest.

These ecosystems provide important
habitat for many species of wildlife,
some of which are found nowhere
else in Alexandria.
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Thank you for visiting Dora Kelley Nature Park. We

hope you enjoyed the time you spent here. If you
wish to return to the Nature Center, you may
proceed to Sanger Avenue in the direction of the
arrow on the marker. Otherwise, you may continue
to explore Dora Kelley Nature Park on your own.
We hope you return again soon!

=1 The unobtrusive shrub growing behind this

Pawpaw Tree

You are now standing in the stream valley
floodplain. Trees growing in this lowland
environment must be able to withstand
recurrent periods of drought and deluge.
One such species, growing in a row along
the trail edge, is the pawpaw. This unusual
tree of the forest understory produces dark
purple flowers in spring and banana -like
fruits in early fall. It is the northernmost
member of the tropical custard -apple family.

Eastern Redbud

Another tree of the forest
understory is the eastern
redbud. In early spring , this tree
produces edible pink blossoms
along leafless twigs and
branches. Heart-shaped leaves
appear shortly thereafter. A

member of the legume family, the eastern redbud

also grows in drier upland environments.

Common Spicebush

marker is the common spicebush. Bright
red berries produced by this shrub yield
high -energy food for migrating songbirds
that visit the park each fall. Virginia
colonists used its aromatic leaves for tea

and processed the dried berries into spice. The

leaves are also eaten by the caterpillar of the

spicebush swallowtail. Another tree common to the

floodplain forestéos
found growing to the left of this marker.
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Sounds of the Forest

Listen carefully and you can hear a variety of sounds

emanating from the parkodos wildlife. I n springtime, the
woods awaken to a symphony of bird songs, including

those of the wood thrush, rufous -sided towhee, cardinal,

and chickadee. Hot mid-summer days are commanded by

the buzzing of cicadas and other insects. By late fall, the Dora Kelley: Living Legacy

harsh calls of blue jays, crows, and redtailed hawks 33. . .
. A ~ . . The final stop on our walk brjngs us back to another
predominat e. Even winterds stillness i, r . 1 .
. . . American beech. This'trée is likely a century old. Unlike
gentle tapping of woodpeckers in search of tree-boring the beech tree at the beginning of our walk, this specimen
insect |l arva. And before you |l eave thi S oei 8()%0_[”9[) ’ P

'has saBréd numerSud carvings in fts bark. Such careless
acts leave ugly scars upon the land for generations to
come. What legacy shall we leave for future generations?

surprised if you hear a resident pair of Carolina wrens
scolding you for entering their territory!
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